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Talking WM sense

Contacts

This week we’ll be mostly....

Why are women assumed abnormal if they don’t feel the urge to
procreate? And why should females past 30 justify their decision not to
pass on their genes? Claire Rees speaks to an author who wrote a
novel about the stigma she faces being a childless 48-year-old by
choice, and hears from a woman who explains why other mums make
her realise she’s right to never want to start a family...

V ,&725,$ %HFNKDP KDV MXVW
JLYHQ ELUWK WR KHU IRXUWK� DQG WKH
ZRUOG LV RQ EDE\ ZDWFK IRU WKH

PRPHQW WKH 'XFKHVV RI &DPEULGJH
DQQRXQFHV VKHuV H[SHFWLQJ DQ KHLU�
,WuV HQRXJK WR PDNH \RX EURRG\ RU

HOVH WKHUHuV VRPHWKLQJ ZURQJ ZLWK \RX�
ULJKW"
7KH ILUVW TXHVWLRQ PRVW QHZO\ZHG

ZLYHV DUH DVNHG VWDUWV ZLWK tZKHQu DQG
HQGV ZLWK tWKH SDWWHU RI WLQ\ IHHWu� EXW
ZKDW LI WKH DQVZHU WR WKDW TXHVWLRQ LV�
vQHYHU� RXW RI FKRLFHw "
1RYHOLVW 6RQMD /HZLV NQRZV WKLV

SUHGLFDPHQW� VKH LV D ���\HDU�ROG ZKR
GHFLGHG VKH GLGQuW ZDQW FKLOGUHQ DQG LQ
D VRFLHW\ VKH VD\V LV REVHVVHG ZLWK
SURFUHDWLRQ� LWuV QRW D GHFLVLRQ WKRVH
DURXQG KHU KDYH DOZD\V WDNHQ VR ZHOO�
+HU QHZ ERRN� 7KH %DUUHQQHVV� WHOOV

WKH VWRU\ RI D ���\HDU�ROG DGYLVHG E\ D
FKLOGOHVV DXQW WR VWDUW D IDPLO\ RU vVHH
\RXU ZRPDQKRRG IDGHw DQG QRZ VKH
VD\V VKH LV FDPSDLJQLQJ WR HQFRXUDJH
ZRPHQ ZKR IHHO� DV VKH GRHV� WKDW
PRWKHUKRRG LVQuW IRU WKHP�
v, ZURWH LW DV D QRYHO EHFDXVH LWuV D

ZKROH ORW HDVLHU WKDQ KDYLQJ WR VD\ LWuV
DERXW \RX�w VD\V 6RQMD� ZKR LV IURP
*HRUJLD LQ WKH 86 EXW QRZ OLYHV LQ
/RQGRQ�
v:RPHQ DUH VRFLDOLVHG WR WKLQN WKDW

ZRPDQKRRG DQG PRWKHUKRRG DUH
LQWULQVLFDOO\ OLQNHG DQG WKH\ DUH WROG LI
WKH\ GRQuW KDYH FKLOGUHQ WKH\ FDQuW EH
IXOILOOHG�
v$QG LWuV D UHDOO\ LQDSSURSULDWH

PHVVDJH�w
6RQMD EHFDPH LQWHUHVWHG LQ WKH

VXEMHFW ZKHQ VKH ZDV D ���\HDU�ROG
HQMR\LQJ WKH ILUVW \HDU RI PDUULDJH DQG
EHJDQ FRQVLGHULQJ WKH tYLDEOH RSWLRQu RI
KDYLQJ D EDE\�
v, H[SHULHQFHG D WXJJLQJ� EHWZHHQ

ZKDW , KDG OHDUQHG �, KDYH ILYH VLVWHUV
DQG �� IHPDOH FRXVLQV DQG WKH\ DOO KDYH
FKLOGUHQ� DQG P\ LQVWLQFWV�w VKH VD\V�
v, UHDOO\ EHOLHYH ZRPHQ QHHG WR

GLVFHUQ EHWZHHQ WKHLU RZQ ZLVGRP DQG
FRQYHQWLRQDO ZLVGRP DQG , IRXJKW
EHWZHHQ WKHP EXW P\ RZQ ZLVGRP ZRQ
DQG , RZQHG WKH GHFLVLRQ�
v, FDPH WR WKH GHFLVLRQ LW ZDVQuW IRU

PH�w
7KH QHZ UR\DO FRXSOH KDYH \HW WR

FHOHEUDWH WKHLU WKUHH�PRQWK ZHGGLQJ
DQQLYHUVDU\ \HW DOUHDG\ WKH PHGLD DUH
VSHFXODWLQJ RQ VLJQV RI D QHZ DUULYDO
IURP .DWH LQQRFHQWO\ WRXFKLQJ KHU
WXPP\ WR KXJJLQJ D FKLOG LQ D FURZG�
v,Q .DWHuV VLWXDWLRQ� EHFDXVH RI WKH

IDPLO\ VKH KDV PDUULHG LQWR� LWuV
H[SHFWHG RI KHU WR KDYH D FKLOG�w VD\V
6RQMD�
v6KH KDV DOO WKHVH SUHVVXUHV RQ KHU

DQG LWuV YHU\ XQIDLU� WKH\ GRQuW HYHQ
NQRZ LI WKH\ FDQ KDYH FKLOGUHQ� LW
FUHDWHV WKLV SUHVVXUH WKDW PXVW EH
WHUULEOH DQG LW FDQ DSSO\ WR PDQ\
QHZO\ZHGV RU WKRVH LQ ORQJ�WHUP
UHODWLRQVKLSV�

v,W FDQ LQWHUQDOLVH DQG FUHDWH UHDO
KHDOWK SUREOHPV� ZKLFK REYLRXVO\ LVQuW
JRRG IRU D ZRPDQ ZKHWKHU VKHuV WU\LQJ
IRU D EDE\ RU QRW�
v,uP RQ D FDPSDLJQ WR HQFRXUDJH

ZRPHQ WR IROORZ WKHLU LQVWLQFWV� QRW MXVW
ROGHU ZRPHQ EXW \RXQJHU ZRPHQ OLNH
.DWH�w
6RQMD VD\V VKH LV QRWLFLQJ D WUHQG y

ZLWK FHOHEULW\ LQWHUYLHZV ILOOHG ZLWK WKH
URPDQWLFLVLQJ RI FKLOG EHDULQJ DQG
IHPDOH VWDUV ZKR JXVK LWuV WKH EHVW WKLQJ
WKH\ HYHU GLG y IRU ZRPHQ WR DVVXPH
WKH\ PXVW KDYH FKLOGUHQ LQ RUGHU WR EH
IXOILOOHG�
v6RFLHW\ LV REVHVVHG ZLWK EDELHV�

IURP 9LFWRULD %HFNKDPuV QHZ EDE\�
,uYH HYHQ KHDUG RI SUHJQDQF\ SDUWLHV
ZKHUH ZRPHQ VHQG RXW LQYLWHV WR WKHLU
IULHQGV� DQG WKH PHGLD KDV EHFRPH

IUHQ]LHG�w VKH VD\V�
v, GRQuW EHJUXGJH WKDW H[FLWHPHQW DQG

, ORYH FKLOGUHQ EXW WKHUH VKRXOG EH VRPH
OHYHO RI VHQVLWLYLW\ WRZDUGV ZRPHQ ZKR
FKRRVH QRW WR JR GRZQ WKDW URXWH�w
7KH LVVXH RI KDYLQJ D FKLOG LV D

GHHSO\ SHUVRQDO RQH� ZUDSSHG LQ
VHQVLWLYLW\� DQG 6RQMD WKLQNV VWRULHV RI
RWKHU ZRPHQuV IHUWLOLW\ SUREOHPV FDQ
FDXVH WKRVH ZKR GHFLGH DJDLQVW
PRWKHUKRRG WR IHHO HPEDUUDVVHG RU HYHQ
JXLOW\ ZLWK WKHLU RZQ OLIH FKRLFH�
v3HRSOH VD\ WR PH� t, GRQuW EHOLHYH

\RXu� WKH\ WKLQN WKHUH PXVW EH VRPH
PHGLFDO UHDVRQ IRU PH QRW KDYLQJ D
FKLOG� RU WKH\ WKLQN ,uP FUD]\�w VKH
VD\V�
v7KHUH DUH ZRPHQ ZKR ZDQW FKLOGUHQ

EXW FDQuW KDYH WKHP ZKR JHW XSVHW ZLWK
WKRVH ZKR FKRRVH QRW WR�

either have health problems or be crazy”
“People don’t believe me – they think I must

v,W LV D GHHSO\ SHUVRQDO� HPRWLRQDO
VXEMHFW DQG XQIRUWXQDWHO\ DOO WKH WDON
DERXW LQIHUWLOLW\ VXJJHVWV WR ZRPHQ WKDW
LI WKH\ GRQuW KDYH FKLOGUHQ WKH\ DUH RI
OHVV YDOXH�w
<HW D VWXG\ ODVW ZHHN IRXQG VRPH

��� RI XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWHG *HQ ;�HUV y
ZRPHQ ERUQ EHWZHHQ ���� DQG ���� y
KDYH QR FKLOGUHQ� MRLQLQJ WKH OLNHV RI
KLJK�SURILOH IHPDOHV OLNH &DPHURQ 'LD]�
2SUDK :LQIUH\ DQG .LP &DWUDOO�
$FWUHVV 'LD] KDV VSRNHQ RI KHU IHDUV

DERXW EHLQJ RVWUDFLVHG IRU DGPLWWLQJ VKH
PD\ QRW ZDQW FKLOGUHQ DQG 6H[ $QG WKH
&LW\ VWDU &DWUDOO VD\V� v%HLQJ D
ELRORJLFDO PRWKHU MXVW LVQuW SDUW RI P\
H[SHULHQFH WKLV WLPH DURXQGw�
6RQMD VD\V� v,uYH KDG IHHGEDFN RQ WKH

ERRN IURP ZRPHQ ZKR VD\ WKH\ MXVW
DUHQuW FRQYLQFHG y KRZ FDQ , EH D

���\HDU�ROG ZLWKRXW D FKLOG DQG UHDOO\
EH KDSS\"
v, ZDV DW D SDUW\ UHFHQWO\ DQG WKLV

ZRPDQ FDPH RYHU WR PH� VDLG KHOOR DQG
LQVWDQWO\ VWDUWHG WDONLQJ DERXW KHU
GDXJKWHU� DQG WKHQ VKH VDLG� v$QG ZKR
GR \RX KDYH"w DQG , DQVZHUHG� v'R \RX
PHDQ FKLOGUHQ" , GRQuW KDYH DQ\
FKLOGUHQw� DQG LW ZDV D UHDO
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�VWRSSHU� 6KH GLGQuW ZDQW WR
WDON WR PH DQ\PRUH� VKH FRXOGQuW JHW
DZD\ TXLFN HQRXJK�w
6RQMD DOVR EHOLHYHV WKH FORVH ERQG

EHWZHHQ D PRWKHU DQG D GDXJKWHU FDQ
KHDS SUHVVXUH RQ D \RXQJ ZRPDQ
FRQVLGHULQJ KHU PDWHUQDO RSWLRQV�
v0XPV FDQ SXW RQ WKH SUHVVXUH� ,

WKLQN P\ RZQ PXP ZDV FRQFHUQHG� VKH
ZDQWHG PH WR KDYH D EORRG UHODWLYH�
HVSHFLDOO\ DV , ZDV WKH RQO\ RQH OLYLQJ

RQ WKH RWKHU VLGH RI WKH ZRUOG�w VKH
VD\V�
v6KH QHYHU VDLG tJR IRUWK DQG KDYH

FKLOGUHQu EXW , NQRZ VKH ZDV FRQFHUQHG�
v, WKLQN VRPHWLPHV PRWKHUV FDQ VHH LW

DV DOPRVW D EHWUD\DO RI WKDW ERQG ZKHQ
\RX� WKHLU GDXJKWHU� GRQuW ZDQW WR
UHFUHDWH LW�
v, ZDQW WR VD\� t&DOP GRZQ� LWuV 2.

LI \RXU GDXJKWHU GRHVQuW ZDQW D FKLOG�
6KHuOO EH 2.�u 7KHUH DUH VR PDQ\ RWKHU
RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU ZRPHQ� DQG WKDW
GHFLVLRQ VKRXOG EH VXSSRUWHG�
v+DYLQJ D EDE\ LV QRW WKH

RQO\ WKLQJ D ZRPDQ FDQ GR ZLWK KHU OLIH
DQG LWuV QRW WKH HQG RI WKH ZRUOG LI VKH
GRHVQuW�w
■ 6RQMD /HZLVu QRYHO� 7KH %DUUHQQHVV�
LV RXW QRZ RQ 3U\PXV 3XEOLFDWLRQV DQG
DYDLODEOH DW $PD]RQ�

Why I’d rather have a nice car than a baby
Says Cardiff poet, Mab Jones, 33
(pictured on the cover, aged three)
v6LQFH , ZDV D FKLOG P\VHOI� , NQHZ ,
QHYHU ZDQWHG WR VWDUW P\ RZQ IDPLO\�
:RPHQ ZKR KDYH FKLOGUHQ EHFRPH

ERULQJ� , GRQuW VHH VRPH JRRG IULHQGV
DQ\ PRUH VLQFH WKH\ EHFDPH PXPV�
,uP QRW LQWHUHVWHG LQ KRZ PDQ\

WLPHV VRPHRQHuV EDE\ ZDV VLFN WKDW
GD\� DQG WKH\uUH QRW LQWHUHVWHG LQ P\
WULSV WR /RQGRQ DQG WKH YLVLW ,uP
SODQQLQJ WR %HUOLQ WKLV VXPPHU�
0\ PXP ZDV �� KDYLQJ PH� KHU

PXP ZDV ��� DQG KHU PXP ZDV ���
, VKRXOG KDYH IROORZHG DQG KDG D

FKLOG ZKHQ , ZDV DURXQG �� EXW , KDYH
QHYHU� HYHU IHOW PDWHUQDO DQG ,uP WKH
EODFN VKHHS RI WKH IDPLO\�
0XP KDG IRXU FKLOGUHQ DQG P\

DXQW KDG ILYH DQG ZKHQ WKH\uUH RQ WKH
SKRQH WKH\ WDON DERXW HYHU\RQH LQ WKH
IDPLO\ EXW PH y , GRQuW KDYH FKLOGUHQ
VR ZKDWuV WKHUH WR VD\ DERXW PH"
, PDGH LW FOHDU IURP DQ HDUO\ DJH

WKDW , ZDQWHG WR GR VRPHWKLQJ
GLIIHUHQW� , ZDV WKH ILUVW SHUVRQ LQ P\
IDPLO\ WR ILQLVK VFKRRO DQG XQLYHUVLW\�
0\ SDUHQWV KDYH DOZD\V DFFHSWHG P\
FKRLFHV� EXW WKH\ KDYH VDLG� v:H KRSH
\RXU VLVWHUV GRQuW HQG XS OLNH \RXw�
0\ VLVWHU LV �� DQG VKH KDV WZR

FKLOGUHQ� RQHuV VL[ DQG RQHuV HLJKW�
DQG ZKLOH , ORYH WKHP� , NQRZ
, GRQuW ZDQW P\ RZQ�
.LGV DUH IXQ DQG EULJKW

y , MXVW OLNH WKHP WR JR
DZD\ DIWHU D FRXSOH RI
KRXUV�
, ZDQW WR WUDYHO� , ZDQW

WR KDYH D QLFH KRXVH� D
QLFH ILJXUH� DQG D FDU y ,uG
UDWKHU KDYH D QLFH
FDU WKDQ D EDE\�
$V D FKLOG ,

QHYHU SOD\HG
t0XPPLHV DQG
'DGGLHVu� VR
GXOO� , QHYHU
KDG %DUELH RU
EDE\ GROOV� ,
KDG D
W\SHZULWHU DQG
-HP y VKH ZDV D
EXVLQHVV ZRPDQ
E\ GD\ DQG D URFN VWDU

E\ QLJKW DQG , WKRXJKW WKDW ZDV
DPD]LQJ y VKH GLGQuW QHHG .HQ�
, KDG QR GROOV H[FHSW IRU D &DEEDJH

3DWFK GROO� DQG , HQMR\HG WKDW EHFDXVH
LW ORRNHG ZHLUG� 0\ VLVWHUuV GROOV� OLNH
7LQ\ 7HDUV WKDW FULHG DOO WKH WLPH�
ZHUH VR ERULQJ�
3HRSOH UDUHO\ XQGHUVWDQG y LI \RX

VD\ \RX GRQuW ZDQW FKLOGUHQ LWuV DV LI
\RXuUH D WHUULEOH SHUVRQ� \RXuUH 0\UD
+LQGOH\�
, FDQ ILQG LW GLIILFXOW WR WDON WR

ZRPHQ ZLWK FKLOGUHQ DQG ZH KDYH
QRWKLQJ LQ FRPPRQ� 7KH\ JHW FDXJKW
XS� WKH\ EHFRPH XQDYDLODEOH� :RPHQ
ZLWK EDELHV ZDQW WR EH DURXQG ZRPHQ
ZLWK EDELHV DQG ,uYH ORVW RQH SDUW\
JLUO WR NLGV DQG WKH NLWFKHQ�
, WKLQN SHRSOH FDQ EH MHDORXV� ,

NQRZ P\ PXP ZLVKHV VKHuG VHHQ
PRUH RI OLIH�
2QH UHDOO\ FRRO� IXQ IULHQG RI PLQH

KRRNHG XS ZLWK D JX\� KLW �� DQG KDG
D EDE\ ZLWK KLP HYHQ WKRXJK WKH\
ZHUHQuW HYHQ JHWWLQJ RQ�
,WuV OLNH WKLV GHVSHUDWH XUJH NLFNV LQ

WR KDYH D EDE\ QR PDWWHU ZKDW DQG ,
GRQuW IHHO LW DQG KRQHVWO\ GRQuW WKLQN ,
HYHU ZLOO�
, GRQuW DJUHH \RX FDQ KDYH LW DOO�

,uP DQ LGHDOLVW DQG SUREDEO\ RQH RI
WKH UHDVRQV , ZRQuW KDYH FKLOGUHQ LV
EHFDXVH , GRQuW ZDQW WR JLYH

DQ\WKLQJ XS�
0DQ\ ZRPHQ ORVH WKHLU

LGHQWLW\ ZKHQ WKH\ KDYH
FKLOGUHQ� WKHLU )DFHERRN SURILOH
EHFRPHV D SLFWXUH RI WKHLU EDE\
DQG QRW WKHP DQG , WKLQN WKDWuV
VDG� , GRQuW ZDQW WR VXEPHUJH

P\ OLIH LQWR WKDW RI DQRWKHU
KXPDQuV�

0D\EH WKDW PDNHV
PH VHOILVK�

%XW LWuV DQ
RYHUSRSXODWHG
ZRUOG� :H GRQuW
QHHG DQ\ PRUH
FKLOGUHQ�w
■ :KDW GR \RX
WKLQN" HPDLO
FODLUH�UHHV#
PHGLDZDOHV�FR�XN

■ Photographs like this of the Duchess of
Cambridge meeting children appear
alongside news articles speculating on
when the newlyweds will produce an heir ■ Mab Jones

H$53(5 6HYHQ y LW
ZRXOGQuW ZRUN LQ WKH
9DOOH\V� ZRXOG LW"

0\ FROOHDJXH ZDONHG LQWR
WKH RIILFH \HVWHUGD\ DVNLQJ�
v:KDW GLG 9LFWRULD %HFNKDP
FDOO KHU EDE\ LQ WKH HQG"w�
:KHQ , DQVZHUHG +DUSHU
6HYHQ� VKH VDLG� v, WKRXJKW LW
ZDV ����� $QG ZKDW GLG WKH\
FDOO LW"w
0DQ\ JXIIDZV�
<HV� FRQJUDWXODWLRQV

9LFWRULD DQG 'DYLG %HFNKDP�
ZKR KDYH QDPHG WKHLU EDE\
JLUO� ERUQ HDUO\ 6XQGD\
PRUQLQJ�
+DUSHU
6HYHQ�
7KH 6HYHQ

LV WKRXJKW WR
EH 'DYLGuV
IRRWEDOO
QXPEHU
ZKHQ KH
SOD\HG IRU
0DQFKHVWHU
8QLWHG DQG
(QJODQG� WKH +DUSHU SUREDEO\
DQ KRPDJH WR RQH RI 9%uV
IDYRXULWH IDVKLRQ PDJD]LQHV�
:KR NQRZV"
:H GR ORYH WR WDNH WKH XSSHU

KDQG DQG ODXJK DW D ULGLFXORXV
FHOHEULW\ EDE\ QDPH� DQG WKH
IDPRXV SDUHQWV SUREDEO\ GR LW
WR JXDUDQWHH DWWHQWLRQ�
:KDW VKRXOG EH OHVV

DFFHSWDEOH LV FULWLFLVLQJ WKDW
GHHSO\ SHUVRQDO GHFLVLRQ WR
EHFRPH� RU QRW EHFRPH� D
PRWKHU�
:LWK PRUH ZRPHQ ZRUNLQJ

ORQJHU KRXUV DQG GHOD\LQJ
PDUULDJH� \RXuG WKLQN VRFLHW\
ZRXOG EH FRPIRUWDEOH ZLWK D
JURXS RI ZRPHQ GHFLGLQJ WKDW
PRWKHUKRRG LV MXVW QRW IRU
WKHP�
%XW , ZDV VKRFNHG WKLV ZHHN

WR ILQG RXW KRZ LVRODWHG PDQ\
ZKR KDYH PDGH WKH LQIRUPHG
GHFLVLRQ QRW WR KDYH FKLOGUHQ
IHHO� DQG KRZ SUHVVHG WKH\ DUH
RQ D UHJXODU EDVLV WR MXVWLI\
WKDW FKRLFH DV LI LWuV DQ\ERG\
HOVHuV EXVLQHVV�
, DVNHG D IULHQG IRU KHU

WKRXJKWV RQ WKH VXEMHFW DQG �

ZKLOH VKH ZDV FDQGLG DV HYHU
ZLWK PH� VKH LQVLVWHG� v,
ZRXOGQuW OLNH WR EH QDPHG� ,WuV
VRPHWKLQJ ,uOO VSHDN WR P\
IULHQGV DQG IDPLO\ DERXW EXW
DSDUW IURP WKDW , NHHS LW FORVH
WR P\ FKHVW DV SHRSOH WKLQN
\RXuUH D ZHLUGR�w
$QG LW VXUSULVHG PH� WKLV

QRUPDOO\ VR RXWVSRNHQ ZRPDQ
IHOW VKDPHG LQWR VLOHQFH�
v3HRSOH DUH VR DQJU\ DQG

YHKHPHQW WRZDUGV ZRPHQ ZKR
GRQuW ZDQW WR KDYH NLGV�w
7KH ���\HDU�ROG FRQWLQXHG�

v,uYH DOZD\V NQRZQ , GLGQuW
ZDQW
FKLOGUHQ� ,
GRQuW KDWH
WKHP� ,uYH
MXVW QHYHU
KDG WKH
LQFOLQDWLRQ
WR EH D
PRWKHU�
:KHQHYHU
WKH VXEMHFW
FRPHV XS

IULHQGV DQG IDPLO\ ODXJK� DQG
ZLWK D SLW\LQJ ORRN VD\ ,uOO
FKDQJH P\ PLQG� , ZRQuW�
v,WuV VRPHWKLQJ ,uYH WKRXJKW

WKURXJK� <HW VRPHKRZ ,uP WKH
RQH LQ WKH ZURQJ�
v,WuV DV LI , GRQuW KDYH D

ULJKW WR EH KHUH EHFDXVH ,uP
QRW IXOILOOLQJ P\ *RG�JLYHQ
DELOLW\ WR KDYH D FKLOG�
v7KHVH SHRSOH VHHP WR

IRUJHW WKH HDUWK FDQuW VXSSRUW
WKH QXPEHU RI SHRSOH RQ WKH
SODQHW DW WKH PRPHQW� \HW ,uP
ZURQJ IRU FKRRVLQJ QRW WR DGG
\HW DQRWKHU PRXWKIXO WR WKH
PL[�w
2WKHU ZRPHQ , DVNHG WDONHG

DERXW GLQQHU SDUWLHV VSHQW
VLOHQWO\ JD]LQJ LQWR WKH
VLOYHUZDUH DIWHU EHLQJ IUR]HQ
RXW E\ D JURXS RI PRWKHUV�
OHDYLQJ WKHP ZRQGHULQJ ZK\
WKHLU FKLOGOHVV VWDWXV VXGGHQO\
OHIW WKHP RXW RI WKH
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
:HuYH VSRNHQ WR WZR

ZRPHQ� FKLOGOHVV E\ FKRLFH�
RYHU WKH SDJH�
$QG ZHuG ORYH WR KHDU ZKDW

\RX WKLQN DERXW WKHLU VWRULHV�

Women are
pressed to
justify their
decision to
remain
childless

Wondering ...
... when Gaga became Marge
Simpson. Good to see Lady
Loopy rocking one of autumn’s
biggest colours at a press
conference in Singapore, but
we’ve never had the yellow one
down as a style icon. Who knew?

Awaiting bootylicious fashion ...
... Julien Mac, currently making us hide behind a cushion on Britain and Ireland’s Next
Top Model on Living TV every Monday night at 9pm, has been gushing over Beyoncé
wearing one of his pieces for the very first time, and her own clothing line, House of
Dereon, is launching this autumn, so he may have competition.

Sigh, so far exclusive to Selfridge’s and not on our doorsteps. But in closer to home
news, designer to everyone from Princess Diana to Jackie Onassis, Zandra Rhodes has
created a plus size collection for online brand Simply Be, in sizes 14 to 32.

Charity
shopping ...
... Mrs Hince may be able to afford
Miu Miu on the front of August
Vogue as she channels next
season’s biggest trend, but for the
rest of us it’s off to the nearest
Oxfam. The forties are back,
people. PS, the news the former
Miss Moss’s little sister Lottie is
being billed as the next big
supermodel after photos of the
13-year-old at her sister’s wedding
worry us a bit. Give the poor dab a
childhood.

Wowing ...
... at Emma Watson’s Oscar de la
Renta at the world premiere of Harry
Potter And The Deathly Hallows.
Also loving the addition of the white
blazer – our favourite instant glam
up for summer for anyone who
doesn’t have a designer wardrobe.

celebrating/
bemoaning ...
... Twitter’s five-year anniversary. The
social networking site was created
on March 21, 2006 when founder
Jack Dorsey (@jack) made his first
tweet: ‘just setting up my twttr’ and
his co-founders @ev and @biz also
first created their accounts before
later launching it to the public five
years this Friday. The site was called
‘Twttr’ until September 2006 when
they added in the vowels.

afternoon tea-ing ...
... we’re not sure why it’s taken so
long but Cardiff’s glammy Park
Plaza Hotel has just launched an
afternoon tea menu. With
pick-me-ups including
freshly-baked warm tea-infused
sultana and buttermilk scones and
Welsh cakes, the only decision that
needs to be made is whether to
swap the speciality tea for a glass of
fizz. Afternoon tea is now served
from 1pm-5pm, Monday to
Saturday and from 3.30pm-6pm on
Sundays. It costs £15 per person or
£22 for the champagne option.


